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the Northern army had met with better success. And
now we catch sight of Ulysses S. Grant, Lee's old com-
panion-in-arms of the Mexican campaign. Grant was
not a wealthy man like Lee. Some years before the out-
break of the Civil War he had retired from the army,
and in 1861 he was earning a miserly wage as clerk in
his father's leather business in the town of Galena,
Illinois. Then came the call to arms, and throwing up
his clerkship, Grant responded and was made colonel
of the 2ist Illinois regiment. He did not remain a
colonel long, however. Soon he was a brigadier-general,
and had been given a command in the west, and on
February 16, 1862, with the help of a flotilla of gunboats,
he captured Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River and
compelled the surrender of 15,000 Confederate troops.

The North was overjoyed at the news. The loss of
15,000 troops was a serious blow to the South, and in
a moment Grant, who until then had been practically
unknown, found himself famous. He was now in com-
mand of an army 40,000 strong, and while General
Buell, another Northern commander, occupied the
town of Nashville, Grant led his troops up the River
Tennessee to Pittsburg Landing (Shiloh) where he was
attacked by the Confederate army of the West under
General A. S. Johnston.

This attack took Grant completely by surprise. He
had expected Johnston to remain behind his entrench-
ments around Corinth some twenty miles away, instead
of which the Southern general moved his troops quietly
forward so that by nightfall on Saturday, April 5, his
regiments were hidden in the woods within a mile of the